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PRIMUS 
 IS  

PRIME 
 
 
Jonathan Dick 
joined Primus 

Venture Partners in 1991 and has 
12 years of private equity 
experience. Prior to joining Primus, 
Dick served in various sales and 
management roles at Lotus 
Development Corporation, IBM, 
and McKinsey & Company.  He 
earned a bachelor of science degree 
in applied mathematics and 
economics from Brown University 
and an MBA from Harvard 
Business School. 
 
Dick’s investment strategies 
include: focus on the firm's 
business services and technology 
investments in software and ser-
vices, media and communications, 
and health care; maintenance of a 
balanced portfolio of early, growth, 
and later stage investments; and 
geographic focus on the mid-west 
and east coast with a particular 
emphasis on Ohio.   
 
Primus has a commitment to Ohio  

investing and has been a leading  
venture investor in Ohio over the 
past 20 years.  The company is 
active within Ohio in all of its core 
industry sectors.  Primus’s invest-
ment leadership has attracted 
significant additional investment 
dollars to Ohio-based companies.  
Its total venture investments in 
Ohio companies has been $756,813, 
with current investment companies 
that include Athersys, AxioMed, 
Bluespring, IBP, NextMed, Paycor, 
and PlanSoft.  Success stories they 
have now exited include STERIS, 
LCI International, Action Auto 
Rental, Amerestate, American Steel 
& Wire, AstroCosmos Metallurg-
ical, and Waste-Quip. 
 
Some of the newer investments 
include:  (1) AxioMed Spine 
Corporation, Cleveland (startup 
phase), a medical device company 
focused on the development of 
spinal implants for the treatment of 
back pain caused by degenerative 
disc disease; (2) excelle-RX, Inc., 
Philadelphia (growth stage), a 
medical management company 
providing prescription consultation 
and distribution services for the 
hospice and chronic pain markets; 
(3) Encore Legal Solutions, 
Houston (later/buyout stage), a  

company that outsources document 
management services to law firms  
and legal departments at Fortune 
1000 companies; (4) ATI Enter-
prises, Dallas (later/buyout stage), a 
company that provides postsecond-
ary education, offering programs in 
automotive, allied health, business, 
electronics, HVAC, and IT, with 
operations in Florida, Texas, and 
Arizona; (5) Installed Building 
Products (IBP), Columbus (recapi-
talization growth), a business that 
provides insulation and other build-
ing products for new construction.  
IBP operates in the New England 
and Midwest regions through a 
network of 50 branch offices. 
 
This type of success is why Primus 
Venture Partners is such a prime 
example! 

Jonathan Dick 



OHIO VENTURE ASSOCIATION 
1120 Chester Avenue, Suite 470 

Cleveland, Ohio 44114-3514 
Phone:  (216) 566-8884    
FAX:  (216) 696-2582 

E-Mail Address:  admin@ohioventure.org 
Website:  http://www.ohioventure.org 

 
 
President 
Benjamin Calkins 
 Spieth, Bell, McCurdy & Newell Co. 
 
Officers and Trustees 
Lloyd W. W. Bell, II 
 Meaden & Moore 
David Brown 
 Red Hawk Associates Ltd. 
Ronald B. Cohen 
 Cohen & Company 
Robert H. Donaldson 
 Delta Planning 
Bob Filipiak 
 Cascade Capital Corporation 
Dana Kachurchak 
 Presentation Dynamics, Inc. 
Elias Ladon 
 Enterprise Development Resources 
David Laudel 
 PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Jeffrey J. Milius 
 Peppertree Capital 
Brad Nellis 
 NEO411.biz 
Gary Salhany 
 Cohen & Company 
James F. Streicher 
 Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP 
Lee Tenenbaum 
 Chagrin Financial Services, Inc. 
 
Association Administrator 
M. Joan McCarthy 
 
OVA Innovators Editor 
Alana G. Andrews 

OVA MEETINGS 
 
OVA meets monthly for lunch at 
The Union Club, 1211 Euclid Avenue. 
 
The usual meeting schedule is: 
 
   11:30    Networking 
   12:00    Lunch and Introductions 
   12:45    Five-Minute Forum 
   1:00      Main Speaker 
   1:30      Adjourn 
 
Check the calendar on page 4 for dates 
and speakers.  For reservations, call the 
OVA office at (216) 566-8884, or e-mail 
to: admin@ohioventure.org. 
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ONECLEVELAND IS 
WIRELESS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As the Executive Director of One- 
Cleveland, Scot Rourke says that 
Cleveland has the potential to be the 
first major metropolitan area to have a 
wireless “center city.”  Case Western 
Reserve University is now wireless and 
OneCleveland is coordinating the wire-
less effort for downtown Cleveland. 
 
Rourke says that OneCleveland’s goal 
is to accelerate the creation and adop-
tion of innovative technologies, prod-
ucts and services that will bring greater 
prosperity to Northeast Ohio. 
 
Constraints of bandwidth and speed are 
removed thanks to the ultra broadband 
fiber network operated by OneCleve-
land.  In fact, One-Cleveland encour-
ages applications that demand even 
more speed and bandwidth than were 
previously thought to be acceptable. 
 
OneCleveland is an Ohio non-profit 
corporation which provides a high-
speed data communications network.  
Its belief is that the community network 
will prompt and accelerate the creation 
of innovative technologies, processes, 
partnerships, products and services; 
increase computing accessibility; and 
attract, retain, and grow existing and 
new companies throughout the region.  
Targeted subscribers include health 
care, research, education, e-
government, and non-profit entities. 

Six organizations have joined One-
Cleveland’s team; they are: the City  
of Cleveland, Cleveland State 
University, Cuyahoga Community 
College, the Regional Transit 
Authority, the Cleveland Municipal 
School District and ideastream, the 
corporation running the public 
broadcast networks WVIZ-TV and 
WCPN radio in Cleveland.  These 
organizations will connect their 
networks along with Case's and help 
expand free public wireless Internet 
access to much of Greater Cleveland, 
as well as provide new services and 
technology to consumers and share 
research between some of the most 
advanced research institutions in the 
country. 
 
OneCleveland has received quite a few 
accolades for its work.  For example, 
on March 12, 2004, the Federal 
Communications Commission 
Commissioner Michael Copps had the 
following to say: "Access to broadband 
is critical to the future of their 
(Cleveland's) community and the 
future of the country and they 
(Clevelanders) are doing something 
about it." 
 
In addition, on February 9, 2004, John 
Soat, Senior Executive Editor, 
Information Week magazine, noted,  
“...it is an example of how com-
munities will be networked in the 
future.” 
 
And, last but certainly not least, 
OneCleveland was recently awarded 
the coveted international 2004 
Computer World Laureate Award.  
What a promising path for a new and 
innovative idea whose time has come!  
 
 
 

Scot Rourke 
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FIVE-MINUTE FORUM 
JUNE 14 MEETING: 

 
JumpStart, Inc. is a new organization that 
is investing in the future—one entrepre-
neur at a time.  It only targets companies  
in northeast Ohio.  The companies must 
have  protected technology or protectable 
concepts; must address a large, potential 
market; must have a team with experience 
in the industry; and must have a solid exit 
plan.  JumpStart’s intellectual capital 
equals consulting and mentoring and its 
financial capital offerings are pre-seed, 
seed, and late seed investments.   
 
To learn more about JumpStart, contact  
Lynn-Ann Gries, Chief Financial 
Officer, at (216) 363-3403 or via e-mail at 
lynnanngries@jumpstart.org. 
 
 
 
Located in Parma, OH, Sensor Develop-
ment Corp. has designed a high-resolu-
tion, portable mold sensor, based on nano-
technology, that will detect, with a high 
degree of sensitivity, microbial volatile 
organic compounds produced by mold 
growth as the mold begins to form.  In 
conjunction with CWRU, Sensor is using a 
totally integrated in-house effort to develop 
the nano-crystalline materials, produce the 
sensors, and perform the sensor evaluation.  
The sensor is important because mold 
spores are reported to produce rashes, eye 
irritation, sore throats, asthma and other 
respiratory ailments, headaches, stomach 
disorders, and attacks on the immune 
system.   
 
Sensor Development Corp. is privately-
held and incorporated in the State of Ohio.  
The sensors will use advanced patent 
protected materials and processes.  The 
prototype research has been completed.  
Target markets include: indoor air quality 
monitors and food safety.  The company is 
seeking working capital to complete  
the prototype and to complete commercial-
ization.  For information, contact Rocky 
Mansfield at (216) 676-2314. 
 

ELANDTRADER, LLC, of Medina, OH, 
offers clients an alternative and better way 
to sell or promote vacant land that costs 
less than most newspaper advertisements 
and reaches a national audience.  This e-
commerce produces more inquiries and is 
faster than any other advertising media.   
There is a large potential market and its 
major competitor online is e-Bay.  ELAND 
has two primary forms of revenue: land 
posting fees (ads) and banner advertising 
(Super Wall, Amish Timber Framers, 
Insulspan, and Engineered Panel Design 
are examples of clients).  The company’s 
expansion plans include owner-controlled 
contracting, panel barns, half-away homes, 
and related e-commerce collaboration.   
 
The company is seeking capital for its final 
steps in startup and  to develop parallel 
businesses.  For information, contact Vern 
Westfall, at (330) 273-4482 or (216) 926-
6892. 

 
 

JULY 12 MEETING: 
 
NEO411.biz, which is a unit of the 
Greater Cleveland Partnership, exists to 
help foster entrepreneurship in Northeast 
Ohio.  It serves as the conduit between 
entrepreneurs, small businesses, start-up 
companies, and regional small business 
service providers.  In essence, it provides 
referrals to small businesses seeking 
assistance.  The company’s partners, some 
of the most prominent organizations 
serving businesses in this region, include: 
COSE, the Greater Akron Chamber, 
JumpStart, NorTech, BioEnterprise, 
GLIDE and others.  In addition, its resource 
pool includes the Small Business 
Development Center network, SCORE, 
Business Advisors of Cleveland, Ohio 
Department of Development programs,  
and county and municipal programs.  Since 
launching the service in March 2004, 
NEO411.biz has serviced the needs of 750 
contacts by providing more than 2000 
referrals to those clients.  The team at 
NEO411.biz can be reached at 1-800-505-
4811 or via email at info@neo411.biz; 
please visit the website at http://
www.neo411.biz. 

Stanton Advanced Ceramics LLC, 
Cleveland, Ohio, USA, a producer of 
ceramic matrix composites, has developed 
technology for producing CMCs that are 
thermally shock resistant, and is targeting 
their use in the refractories, advanced 
ceramics and fuel cells sectors.  The 
composites have the potential to last up to 
20 times longer than traditional ceramics in 
such rugged applications as steel, alumi-
num, quartz and glass production.  The 
company is in partnership with Case 
Western Reserve University, NASA Glenn 
Research Center, other universities and 
private laboratories in the United States 
and Germany, and is in the process of 
building prototypes.  Revenues will come 
from the manufacturing industry, licensing 
agreements, and government grants and 
contracts.  Stanton is seeking funding for 
product and market research.  For infor-
mation, contact Karl-Heinz Schofalvi at 
(216) 881-8271 or via email at 
kschofalvi@prodigy.net. 
 
 
Road Processing Resources, Inc. (RPR) 
of Vail, Colorado, has developed innova-
tive new technology for recycling rein-
forced concrete that, in one continuous 
step, completely separates the concrete 
from the embedded reinforcing steel 
(without damaging the steel), crushes the 
concrete to reusable sized aggregate, and 
conveys the steel and concrete to separate 
containers or stock-piles for reuse on-site 
or for transport to recycling facilities.  The 
company was recently awarded a contract 
to develop its prototype, self-propelled Slip 
Form Remover, a machine designed to 
remove concrete from interstate highways 
and airport runways at the rate of one lane 
mile per day.   RPR also has a panel 
recycler ready for production and a pipe 
recycler that is scheduled for introduction 
in late 2005 or early 2006.  The Slip Form 
Remover prototype is ready for component 
manufacturing and final assembly.  RPR is 
currently seeking qualified manufacturers 
for its products through in-kind services, 
reduced markup on the first machine, and/
or equity investment. 
 
For information, contact Michael 
Cuthbertson, President, at (970) 668-4820 
or via email at rpr@colorado.net.  



 
Speakers for 

Upcoming 
Meetings: 

 
 
 

  
 

 
January 10 Herb Smith  
  HC Smith, LLP 
 
 
February 14 David O’Halloran 
  McKinsey &  
  Company 
 
 
March 14 Mark Stubler  
  Draper Triangle  
  Ventures 

LIST OF SPONSORS 

This newsletter is not to be considered as an 
offering of securities, which can only be made 
through circulars provided to qualified 
investors. 

Brad Nellis is the Director of NEO411.biz, a unit of the 
Greater Cleveland Partnership.  NEO411.biz is a collabora-
tive partnership of key regional small business service pro-
viders in Northeast Ohio; its mission is to assist entrepre-
neurs and small businesses in locating and accessing re-
sources to start or grow their businesses.  In its first 8 
months (ending November ’04), the service provided assis-
tance to 750 entrepreneurs by offering over 2000 referrals, 

while maintaining a 90% satisfaction ratio. 

Prior to joining the Greater Cleveland Partnership in this capacity, Nellis was 
managing partner of 4 Point Solutions, an IT and Creative Services firm located 
in Northeast Ohio.  His responsibilities included business development, client/
partner relationship management and managing day-to-day operations.  Nellis 
remains Managing Partner of a spin-off unit – Performance Parts Online, LLC. 

In addition to his experience in managing a small business, Nellis also has ex-
perience consulting with and selling to small- to mid-market companies in 
Northeast Ohio.  He was employed by CAMP for six years, initially providing 
financial consulting services to CAMP’s clients and later moving into a sales 
role, where he helped area manufacturers improve performance through appli-
cation of CAMP’s consulting services.  Prior to CAMP, Nellis worked in the 
banking industry for nine years, where he focused on product management, 
small business lending and retail banking. 

Nellis holds a bachelor’s degree in marketing from The University of Akron 
and has an M.B.A. from Baldwin-Wallace College.  In addition, he is in charge 
of the Five-Minute Forum presentations for the OVA.  Welcome, Brad! 

MEET NEW BOARD MEMBER 
 BRAD NELLIS 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Brad Nellis 

OVA Innovators is sponsored by the following professional firms: 

Spie th, Be ll, M cCurdy 
& Newe ll, Co., l.p.a. 




